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Notice of Preparation of a 
Program Environmental Impact Report and Scoping Meeting 

 
 
Date:      November 21, 2017 
  
To:       State Clearinghouse, Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies,    

     Organizations, Stakeholders, and Interested Persons 
  
Lead Agency:    Vallecitos Water District 

  201 Vallecitos De Oro 
  San Marcos, CA 92069 
  Contact: Robert Scholl 
  Phone: (760) 744-0460 
  E-Mail: rscholl@vwd.org 

 
Project Title:   Vallecitos Water District 2017 Water, Wastewater, and Recycled Water 
  Master Plan 

 
Project Location:   San Diego, California 

 
Project Applicant:  Vallecitos Water District 

 
Case Number:   15-071 
 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP): In accordance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Article 7, Sec. 15082, this NOP is to notify public agencies and the general public 
that the Vallecitos Water District (VWD), as the Lead Agency, will prepare a Program 
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) Supplement which will supplement the assessments of 
environmental effects identified in the 2011 PEIR for the VWD 2008 Water, Wastewater, and 
Water Reclamation Master Plan Update (2008 Master Plan; State Clearinghouse Number 
2010071073). The 2017 Master Plan describes a long-term Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
that would be implemented through the year 2030; intended to complement approved land use 
development plans and growth projections within the VWD service area and adjacent areas of 
influence, consistent with forecasts projected by the San Diego Association of Governments 
(SANDAG). The CIP involves the new construction and expansion of potable water, wastewater 
and recycled water facilities, including pipelines, pump stations, lift stations, and reservoirs. The 
PEIR Supplement will provide the basis for subsequent environmental review of future CIP 
projects. 
 
The VWD would like to know the views of your agency or interested party as to the scope and 
content of the environmental information that is germane to your agency’s or interested party’s 
statutory responsibilities in connection with implementation of VWD’s 2017 Master Plan. VWD 
requests that any potential responsible or trustee agency or interested party respond to this 
NOP in a manner consistent with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15082(b). If you are 
responding as an interested organization or individual citizen, VWD would like to know your 
views as to the environmental information you would like us to address in the 2017 Master Plan 
update. Public agencies may need to use the PEIR Supplement prepared by VWD when 
considering applicable permits or other approvals for the master plan. The general public is also 
encouraged to provide input on the scope of the PEIR. 
 



Page 2 

NOP Comment Period: Due to the time limits mandated by state law, your response must 
be sent at the earliest possible date but not later than 5:00 P.M. on Friday, January 5, 
2018.  Please send your response to the Vallecitos Water District, c/o Robert Scholl, at the 
above address.   
 
Project Description:  
 
Master Plan Update 
 
The VWD attempts to update its master plan document approximately every 5 to 10 years. The 
purpose of the 2017 Master Plan is to update the 2008 Master Plan as a reasonable planning 
tool to meet the demands of planned development and future growth-based development within 
the VWD service boundary up to 2035. This PEIR Supplement supplements the assessments of 
environmental effects associated with implementation of the 2008 Master Plan.  
 
The 2017 Master Plan updates the land use, potable water, wastewater, and recycled water 
projections utilized in the 2008 Master Plan to accommodate the projected population growth 
within the District. VWD routinely updates its Master Plan to:  
 

• Evaluate the existing and future needs for water, wastewater, and recycled water 
services to meet the demands of growth forecast for the region by SANDAG through 
2035; and  

• Develop a facilities plan and CIP to accommodate these needs.  

The 2017 Master Plan addresses many local and regional issues, including imported water 
supply, local water supply development, service territory growth, wastewater collection, and 
treatment and disposal capacity. The 2017 Master Plan also includes a comprehensive CIP that 
provides VWD with the strategy and capability for meeting projected water supply, wastewater, 
and recycled water customer service demands in a timely and reliable manner through the year 
2035. The complete draft 2017 Master Plan is available for review at the VWD District Office, 
located at 201 Vallecitos de Oro, San Marcos, California 92069. 
 
Capital Improvement Program 
 
CIP projects proposed in the 2017 Master Plan include a combination of water storage 
reservoirs, water pump/wastewater lift stations, and water/wastewater pipelines. The following 
paragraphs provide an overview of definitions, issues, and construction information associated 
with each of these facilities. The 2017 Master Plan CIPs would generally be constructed in a 
similar manner as described in the 2011 PEIR for the 2008 Master Plan; however, changes in 
projected population estimates and service demand have slightly altered the size and phasing of 
the CIPs, and negated the need for certain CIPs present in the 2008 Master Plan. 
 
Water storage projects generally involve the construction and/or alteration of potable water-
holding reservoirs. Typical reservoir sites consist of a steel or concrete storage tank (reservoir) 
constructed on a level graded pad; and include underground water supply and delivery 
pipelines, fencing for security purposes, and an access road for maintenance purposes. In 
addition, the placement of storage projects is an essential attribute of the facility because 
optimizing the elevation at which a storage project is located can greatly increase efficiency by 
reducing the amount of pumping (energy) needed to move water to and from a reservoir.  
 
Pump and lift station projects involve the movement of water or wastewater uphill, or to higher 
pressure zones. Pressure reducing valves are used when water is moving to lower pressure 
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zones (downhill). Pump and lift stations typically consist of buildings containing pumps, electric 
power-line connections, pipeline connections, fencing, and access roads. Pressure reducing 
valves are installed along pipelines and typically in a vault.  
 
Pipeline projects (including the wastewater land outfall) typically involve trench excavation, 
preparing the bed for pipe placement, laying the pipe in the trench, filling the trench, and 
restoring the disturbed surface area. Where pipelines are not installed within street rights-of-
way, and to the extent feasible, an access road traverses the length of the pipeline installation. 
VWD intends to align all pipelines within existing and planned street rights-of-way as much as 
possible. Where it is not feasible to install a pipeline within a street right-of-way, VWD strives to 
use the shortest possible route between connection points to minimize ground-level impacts. In 
this practice, VWD considers factors such as engineering principles and site-specific 
constraints. Transmission lines generally transport large quantities of water or wastewater over 
broad areas.  
 
Program Environmental Impact Report Supplement: The PEIR Supplement prepared for the 
2017 Master Plan will analyze the project-specific impacts pertaining to all of the environmental 
issue areas identified in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, as amended with significance 
thresholds specific to this project. The PEIR Supplement analysis will focus on aesthetics and 
visual quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas 
emissions, hydrology and water quality, hazardous materials, land use, population and housing, 
noise, public services and recreation, transportation and traffic, and utilities and services 
systems. Other required sections of CEQA will be addressed including cumulative impacts and 
project alternatives. 
 
SCOPING MEETING: On Thursday, December 7, 2017 starting at 5:00 P.M., the Vallecitos 
Water District will conduct a public scoping open house to solicit input and comments from 
public agencies and the general public on the proposed PEIR Supplement which supplements 
the 2011 PEIR for the VWD 2008 Water, Wastewater, and Water Reclamation Master Plan 
Update (2008). 
 
This meeting will be held in the Board Room of the Vallecitos Water District’s 
headquarters located at 201 Vallecitos de Oro, San Marcos, CA 92069. The meeting will 
run from 5:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. 
 
This meeting will be an open house format, and interested parties may drop in to 
discuss the proposed project and submit written comments on the scope of the 
PEIR Supplement during the meeting. Representatives from the Vallecitos Water 
District and the PEIR consultant will be available to address questions regarding the EIR 
process. Information is also available at www.vwd.org.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this scoping meeting, please contact Robert Scholl, 
Senior Engineer, at rscholl@vwd.org or (760) 744-0460. 
 
 
Attachment: Figure 1-1 
 



VWD 2017 Water, Wastewater and Recycled Water Master Plan 

Figure 1-1 Study Area Location 

 

















































 

 

January 5, 2018 
 
Mr. Robert Scholl, P.E. 
Vallecitos Water District 
201 Vallecitos de Oro 
San Marcos, CA 92069 
 
RE:  Vallecitos Water District 2017 Water, Wastewater and Recycled Water Master Plan  
 Program Environmental Impact (PEIR) Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
 
Dear Mr. Scholl, 
 
The City thanks you for the opportunity to respond to the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the above 
Vallecitos Water District (VWD) 2017 Water, Wastewater and Recycled Water Master Plan (Master Plan) 
Program Environmental Impact (PEIR) Notice of Preparation (NOP).  The City of San Marcos 
Development Services Department, Planning Division, requests your consideration of the following 
comments. 
 
Land Use:  
To supplement our review, I verified with your office that the Master Plan is based upon land use 
information from various agencies (i.e. County and local Cities) for projects approved as of June 30, 
2014, including the Specific Plans listed in Section 2.1.1 of the draft Master Plan.  With this in mind, the 
City requests verification that the Master Plan PEIR land use data used for growth projections in the 
service area be based upon the SANDAG Series 13 2050 Regional Growth Forecast land use data 
accepted by SANDAG for planning purposes on October 15, 2013. This information includes the City’s 
2012 General Plan land use.  If Series 12, rather than Series 13, 2050 Regional Growth Forecast is used 
for the basis of the City buildout, please verify that the City’s 2012 General Plan land use is considered in 
the Master Plan land use buildout assumptions.   
 
The City also requests PEIR consideration of several new project developments proposed in San Marcos, 
including all approved General Plan Amendments and Specific Plans, in your buildout forecast analysis.  
To assist in this effort, a City Cumulative Project list is attached.  We also request coordination with City 
staff to update Section 2.1.1 of the draft Master Plan and to finalize the City of San Marcos land use 
buildout assumptions in the draft PEIR. 
 
Other public agencies whose approval is required:   
Any Capital Improvement Project infrastructure improvements constructed within the City of San 
Marcos right-of-way for the purpose of serving the project may require a City Right-of-Way or 
Improvement Permit, including public improvement plan approval. 
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Hydrology and Water Quality:   
The City of San Marcos is subject to waste discharge requirements set forth under Order Number R9-
2013-0001, as amended by Order Numbers R9-2015-0001 and R9-2015-0100, otherwise known as the 
“Municipal Permit”.  Under the Municipal Permit, the City implements water quality improvement 
strategies and runoff management programs that effectively prohibit non-storm water discharges into 
the City’s municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4), and reduce pollutants in storm water 
discharges from the City’s MS4 to the maximum extent practicable.    
 
In general, all activities and projects shall conform to the City of San Marcos Municipal Code (SMMC) 
14.15 Storm Water Management and Discharge Control.  All existing development activities and 
construction projects should implement minimum Best Management Practices (BMPs) as described in 
the City’s Jurisdictional Runoff Management Program (JRMP) Plan.  Construction activity resulting in a 
land disturbance of one acre or more or less than one acre but part of a larger common plan of 
development or sale must obtain coverage under the current State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) General Construction Permit.  All development planning projects, including capital 
improvements, must adhere to the conditions set forth in the City’s JRMP Plan and BMP Design Manual.  
Storm Water Quality Management Plans will be prepared for all standard and priority projects. 
 
The City requests that VWD provide an assessment of the proposed projects in relation to the objectives 
and requirements under the Municipal Permit, SMMC 14.15, and all other City programs and strategies 
to improve water quality. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of these comments. The City requests that the comments 
contained herein are considered in the draft PEIR and notification when the document is available for 
public review and scheduled for public hearing.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at (760) 744-1050 extension 3237 or svandrew@san-marcos.net. 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Susan Vandrew Rodriguez 
 
Attachment (1): City of San Marcos Cumulative Project List 
 
cc:      Dahvia Lynch, Development Services Director 

Karen Brindley, Planning Manager 
Ed Deane, Deputy City Engineer 
Joe Farace, Principal Planner 
Paul Vo, Principal Civil Engineer, Capital Improvement Program 
Peter Kuey, Principal Civil Engineer, Land Development 
Reed Thornberry, Stormwater Program Manager 
 



City of San Marcos Cumulative Projects List 

Office/retail 13,499 SF 2019

Restaurant 6,500 SF 2019

Hotel 116 Rooms 2019

Townhouse Condominiums 118 DU

Apartments 193 DU 2019

Commercial 11,500 SF 2019

3 Approved University District Block K Campus Wy Mult-family Condos 68 DU

4 Approved PIMA  Med. Vocational School and Office North City - Barham
Commerical Office building 62000 SF

5 Approved Kaiser Permanente Master Plan Craven Rd Medical Office/Hospital 70,700 SF

6 Proposed Fenton North Craven Rd

Apartments 428 DU 2019

Commercial 90,000 SF 2019

Apartments 42 DU 2019

Commercial 7,200 SF 2019

Apartments 43 DU 2019

Commercial 11,000 SF 2019

Single-Family DU (remaining units) 100 DU

Townhomes 24 DU

11 Approved Pacific Commercial

Commercial

NE corner of Grand Ave & Pacific St Commercial Center 29,236 SF 2019

12 Approved Pacific Industrial Pacific St Industrial Building 22,159 SF 2019

13 Approved Brookfield Residential S Twin Oaks Valley Rd Single-Family Residential 346 DU 2019

14 Proposed Brookfield Residential S Twin Oaks Valley Rd Active Park 38.43 AC

15 Proposed Brookfield Residential S Twin Oaks Valley Rd Multi-family Residential 220 DU 2021

16 Approved San Marcos Highlands

Highlands

North end of N Las Posas Rd Single-Family Residential 189 DU   

Multi-Family Residential 416 DU 2019

Commercial Retail 15,000 SF 2019

Park 1.37 AC 2019

Multi-Family Residential 19 DU 2019

Commercial Retail 6,138 SF 2019

Apartment 120 DU

Specialty Retail 7,000 SF

Community Center 1,850 SF

SW corner of Richmar Ave & Pleasant Wy19 El Dorado II Specific Plan

NW corner of Grand Ave & Creekside Dr

SE corner of Grand Ave & Creekside Dr

Twin Oaks Valley Rd, South of Village

SW corner of S Rancho Santa Fe Rd & 9th 

St

NW corner of Campus Wy & Barham Dr

San Elijo Rd

Project Land Use Intensity
Buildout 

Year
Location Unit

8 East Gate

9 The Promenade at Creekside (Phase 2)

17 The Marc

18 Shane Park Plaza

Approved

Approved

Approved

7 Proposed Main Square
SE corner of San Marcos Blvd & McMahr 

Rd

1 Approved Corner @ 2 Oaks

SW corner of San Marcos Blvd & N Twin 

Oaks Valley Rd

University District Block C2 Approved

10 Approved San Elijo Hills

Approved

Approved



Laundry Facility 1,000 SF

20 Approved Orlando Company (Vidler Estates) N Twin Oaks Valley Rd Single-Family Residential 19 DU 2019

21 Approved San Marcos 13

Project
Oleander Ave Single-Family Residential 14 DU 2019

22 Approved Borden Rd 22 Borden Rd Single-Family Residential 22 DU 2021

23 Approved Villa Serena Richmar Ave & Marcos St Apartments 148 DU

Attached Condominiums 12 DU

Commercial 22,900 SF

25 Proposed Montiel Rd Partners Montiel Rd 9-lot Subdivision -SFR 9 DU 2019

26 Proposed Sandy Lane Estates Sandy Ln 9-lot Subdivision -SFR 9 DU 2019

27 Approved SJ Asset Management Woodward St Senior Housing 50 DU 2019

28 Approved Meadowlark Canyon LLC San Marcos Blvd Single-Family Residential 33 DU

29 Proposed JR Legacy II, LLC/Global Carte Montiel Rd Hotel 132 Room 2019

Descanso Ave Indoor Range 12,500 SF 2019

Retail/Office 5,000 SF 2019

31 Proposed Mariposa II- Affirmed Housing Richmar Ave & Los Olivos Dr Apartments 100 DU 2019

32 Proposed Murai-Sab N Las Posas Rd Single-Family Residential 89 DU

Commercial/Light Industrial Park 139,000 SF

Attached Condominiums 120 DU

Detached Condominiums 42 DU

Apartments 189 DU

34 Proposed RAF Pacifica Bosstick Blvd Light Industrial Park 212,000 SF 2019

Apartments 31 DU

Commercial 4,375 SF 2019

36 Proposed Fenton South Future Discovery St Single-Family Residential 250 DU

37 Approved Windy Pointe Phase II Windy Pointe Dr Light Industrial Park 52,738 SF 2021

Apartments 78 DU 2019

Single-Family Residential 2 DU 2019

39 Approved Southlake Park Phase 1 Twin Oaks Valley Rd, South of Village Parking Lot, Fishing Dock 1.5 AC 2018

40 Proposed La Moree Subdivision La Moree Road 8-Lot Subdivision 8 SF

San Marcos Blvd (Former Sears site) Apartments 120 Units

Commercial 5000 SF

Project 23: 148 Apartments replace 136 existing apartments.

Project 31: 100 Apartments replace 40 existing apartments.

Other Projects to consider outside of City jurisdiction/land use authority:

California State University San Marcos (CSUSM) Master Plan

Palomar College Master Plan

Newland Sierra (County project)

Fitzpatrick Road
38 Approved

S. Rancho Santa Fe Rd & Creek St
Proposed

Pacifica San Marcos
35

San Elijo Rd

SW corner of Richmar Ave & Pleasant Wy19 El Dorado II Specific Plan

Approved

Proposed

San Elijo Rd & Elfin Forest Rd

NC Shooting Center,Inc.

24 Proposed San Elijo Hills Town Center

Approved

30

Proposed
MacDonald Group

41

33

Copper Hills Specific Plan

Fitzpatrick



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12670 High Bluff Drive 
San Diego, California 92130 
Tel: +1.858.523.5400  Fax: +1.858.523.5450 
www.lw.com 

FIRM / AFFILIATE OFFICES 
Barcelona Moscow 
Beijing Munich 
Boston New York 
Brussels Orange County 
Century City Paris 
Chicago Riyadh 
Dubai Rome 
Düsseldorf San Diego 
Frankfurt San Francisco 
Hamburg Seoul 
Hong Kong Shanghai 
Houston Silicon Valley 
London Singapore 
Los Angeles Tokyo 
Madrid Washington, D.C. 
Milan  
 

January 5, 2018 
 
 
 
VIA EMAIL AND FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Robert Scholl 
Vallecitos Water District, Senior Engineer 
201 Vallecitos De Oro 
San Marcos, CA 92069 
 

Re: Comments on the District’s 2017 Master Plan Notice of Preparation 

Dear Mr. Scholl, 

As you know, we represent the Golden Door Properties, LLC (“Golden Door”), a 
Vallecitos Water District customer in Division 1.  We write with regard to the Notice of 
Preparation (“NOP”) for the Vallecitos Water District’s 2017 Water, Wastewater, & Recycled 
Water Master Plan (“2017 Master Plan”). 

We have been disappointed in the District’s outreach to the public about the Master Plan 
and opportunities for participation in the environmental review process.  The District did not 
mail the NOP to District customers or post the NOP on its public website until after it held a 
Scoping Meeting on December 7, 2017, and less than 30 days prior to the deadline for written 
comments.  The District is the only urban water district in the State to forecast a perpetual water 
supply deficit.  District customers should have the opportunity to share their concerns about the 
supply deficit – and potential conservation measures – and provide input about potential impacts 
so that the District can study them as part of its capital improvement planning process.  Because 
of the District’s deficient public notification, it may receive comments from District customers at 
later junctures in the environmental review period that raise new issues and require recirculation 
of the District’s environmental document in order to provide adequate environmental analysis. 

Below we have identified several issues that should be analyzed in the draft 
environmental impact report (“DEIR”) for the 2017 Master Plan. 

A. The 2017 Master Plan DEIR Must Consider the District’s Perpetual Water 
Supply Deficit Projections 

The District faces a pressing issue in determining how to address the long-term water 
supply deficit projections in its 2015 Urban Water Management Plan (“UWMP”).   
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Included below are tables from Chapter 7 of the District’s 2015 UWMP showing a supply 
deficit in each scenario (normal, single dry, and multiple dry years) and for every year for which 
projections are provided.  The figures shown in red as the “Difference” represent the amount of 
water supply deficit for each scenario and year.  
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 These tables demonstrate – with simple arithmetic – that demand exceeds supply in all of 
the UWMP’s projections.  According to District staff, demand was determined using water duty 
factors derived from “actual use” within the District.  It is important that the 2017 Master Plan 
maintains consistency with these duty factors – which were approved by the District’s Board of 
Directors in September 2016.   

 In addition, the 2017 Master Plan and its DEIR must analyze the impacts from resolving 
the District’s water supply deficit – whether through mandatory cutbacks, purchasing additional 
supply, or other measures.  In a Water Supply Assessment (“WSA”) approved by the District for 
the Newland Sierra project, the District approved “Conservation Required” as the sole method 
for addressing the forecast supply deficit.  Although the Newland WSA implemented 
“Conservation Required” for each gallon of water supply deficit, the WSA did not describe how 
such significant cutbacks – as much as 36% District-wide – would be achieved.  The 2017 
Master Plan’s DEIR should analyze all potential methods of reaching the level of “Conservation 
Required” needed to address the District’s supply deficit and all potential environmental impacts 
from such methods. 

 The District may also indicate it will make up for part or all of the projected perpetual 
supply deficit by purchasing new supplies.  Similarly, the impacts of such purchase and 
necessary infrastructure related to storage and distribution must be studied. 

 If the District’s 2017 Master Plan amends the water duty factors, revises the 2015 
UWMP’s supply and demand projections, or imposes conservation measures or accounts for new 
supply sources to make up for the UWMP’s perpetual supply deficit, the 2015 UWMP must also 
be amended and any approvals relying on it must be nullified and again go through the 
appropriate processes for approval.   

B. The 2017 Master Plan Must Be Limited to Providing Facilities for Planned 
Growth 

The District’s 2015 UWMP provides supply and demand projections (copied above) for 
the District through 2035.  These demand figures were determined by developing water duty 
factors (although approved subsequent to the 2015 UWMP’s approval) based on actual water 
usage and applying the duty factors to planned land uses in the various jurisdictions within the 
District’s service area.  Because these projections are based on planned land uses, the 2017 
Master Plan cannot plan for facilities to serve new, unplanned development projects, such as 
Newland Sierra, that have not been approved.   

C. The 2017 Master Plan DEIR Must Analyze GHG Impacts 

 Reducing greenhouse gas (“GHG”) emissions in an effort to curb the impacts of global 
climate change is important to the Golden Door and is consistent with its guiding philosophy and 
commitment to sustainability and environmental stewardship.  The DEIR for the 2017 Master 
Plan must analyze all potential GHG impacts and propose sufficient mitigation.  The emissions 
evaluated must include those generated by energy needed to store and transport water.  They 
should also include emissions from decreased vegetation (including landscaping, agriculture, and 
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parklands) resulting from water cutbacks required to address the District’s forecast supply 
deficit.  Analysis of decreased vegetation should include both vegetation that will be allowed to 
die due to limits on water supply as well as new vegetation that will not be planted due to lack of 
water supply. 

 The DEIR’s GHG analysis should also consider consistency with state, regional, and 
local plans for GHG emissions reductions.  These include SANDAG’s Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy, climate action plans from land use agencies within the 
District’s service area, state plans and goals, and other plans. 

D. The 2017 Master Plan DEIR Must Analyze Impacts to Biological Resources 

 The 2017 Master Plan DEIR should analyze impacts to wildlife and other biological 
resources, including analysis of consistency with the draft North County Multiple Species 
Conservation Program (“NC MSCP”), which is intended as a regional plan to protect wildlife.  
The DEIR’s analysis should evaluate not only the direct impacts of construction of District 
facilities, but also the indirect impacts on biological resources from development projects 
intended to be served by the District’s facilities.  Further, water supply availability necessary to 
maintain the vegetation that is home to sensitive animal species should be considered. 

E. The 2017 Master Plan DEIR Must Analyze Impacts to Fire Safety 

 The recent fires around California, including the Lilac Fire in northern San Diego 
County, are a stark reminder of the need for fire protection and suppression measures – 
especially in our rural communities.  The Master Plan DEIR should analyze the availability of 
water for fire suppression, especially in High Fire Hazard Severity zones.  The DEIR should also 
analyze the risks to fire protection from dead and dying vegetation that may be caused by water 
supply cutbacks needed to address the District’s forecast water supply deficit. 

F. The 2017 Master Plan DEIR Must Analyze Urban Decay Impacts 

 Potential for urban decay is an issue that should be considered in an agency’s 
environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).  (See Joshua 
Tree Downtown Bus. Alliance v. Cty. of San Bernardino (2015) 1 Cal.App.5th 677.)  Here the 
potential for decreased water supply could lead to urban decay as businesses may be forced to 
close or relocate without adequate water supply or the ability to plan for certain water supply in 
the future.  The Golden Door relies on water from the District for its guest operations and as a 
supplemental source for its agricultural operations.  Many other businesses in the area likely 
depend on the District’s water supply as well. 
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Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.  Please feel free to contact me at 
(858) 523-5400 or christopher.garrett@lw.com if you would like to discuss these matters further. 

Best regards, 
 

 
 
Christopher W. Garrett 
of LATHAM & WATKINS LLP 

 
cc (email): 
  Kathy Van Ness, Golden Door 
 Jeffrey G. Scott, Vallecitos Water District General Counsel 
 Tom Kumura, Twin Oaks Valley Community Sponsor Group Chair 
 Andrew D. Yancey, Latham & Watkins LLP  
 
 
 

mailto:christopher.garrett@lw.com
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